THE RIGHTNESS AND WRONGNESS OF THEM
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The rightness and wrongness of Calvinism:

1.
Wrong:  God chooses who will go to heaven and who will go to hell (you have no choice in the matter.

2.
Right:  The saved are saved eternally (eternal security of the believer or once saved, always saved).

The rightness and wrongness of Arminianism:

1.
Right:  If you are going to be saved, you must personally choose to believe in Jesus Christ for your salvation.

2.
Wrong:  If you can choose to believe in Jesus Christ for salvation, you can subsequently choose to disbelieve and lose your salvation.

The rightness and rightness of Thiemeism:

1.
Right (consistent with Arminianisn and contrary to Calvinism):  You do have a choice in the matter of your own personal salvation.

2.
Right (consistent with Calvinism and inconsistent with Arminianism):  Those who choose to believe in Jesus Christ as Savior are saved eternally (eternal security of the believer or once saved, always saved).

R.B. Thieme, Jr. rightly acknowledges that the omniscience of God is the key to reconciling the sovereignty of God (Calvinism) and free-will of man (Arminianism) debate.

 1.
Calvinism says:  God the Father has chosen you for salvation before the foundation of the world. (Ephesians 1:4)

 2.
Arminianism says:  Whosoever believes in Jesus Christ will not God to hell or the lake of fire. (John 3:16)

 3.
Thiemeism says:  In eternity past, God the Father decreed to save anyone and everyone who would personally choose to believe in Jesus Christ for salvation.  Today, if you are saved, it is because you chose to believe in Jesus Christ at sometime during your lifetime which is during that period of time known as human history.  The omniscience of God which is capable of knowing everything before it ever happens, at a point in eternity past, looked down into human history and saw you choose to believe in Jesus Christ for your salvation.  God the Father then chose to save you in eternity past because He saw (His omniscience) you choose His Son in 1962.
Question:  This poses a question.  Say, if you choose to believe in Jesus Christ for salvation in 1962, and God chooses you for salvation in eternity past, who chose who first?
Answer:  It may be commonly thought that since eternity past precedes the year 1962, that God chose you first, however, that would be incorrect.  Omniscience, when dealing with reality (for example, you choosing to believe in Christ in 1962), being what omniscience is, requires a real act (for example, you choosing to believe in Christ in 1962) to actually occur for that real act (for example, you choosing to believe in Christ in 1962) to be recognized as reality (something that actually occurred).  Therefore, even though the omniscience of God was at work in eternity past, the very nature of God’s omniscience required that you make a decision to choose Jesus Christ for salvation in 1962 before His omniscience in eternity past could place your decision to believe in the category of reality.  (Your decision to believe cannot be real until you have actually chosen to believe.)  The very moment you chose to believe in 1962, the omniscience of God was at work in eternity past observing your choice, and He immediately chose to place you in the category of eternally saved.  Therefore, your decision to choose to believe in Jesus Christ for eternal salvation in 1962 had to precede God’s choice to save you in eternity past.  Based on how the omniscience of God functions, God the Father could not choose to place you in the category of eternally saved in eternity past until you had made your decision in 1962 to choose Jesus Christ to be your Savior.
Has God God actually chosen to save some and reject others?  Absolutely, yes, but He saves those who choose to believe in His Son, and rejects those who choose to reject His Son; and it must be understood that in every case, whether choosing the Son or rejecting the Son, either decision is a FREE-WILL choice of the person doing the believing or rejecting.

