TWICE RECKONING
Text:  Romans 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. KJV
Text amplified:  Romans 6:11 Likewise reckon [first reckon] ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but [“reckon (second reckon elliptical) ye yourselves to be] alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. KJV

As can be seen, the twice reckoning concept IS found in out text.  Born again Christians are to reckon themselves “dead indeed unto sin” and to reckon themselves “alive unto God.”
I believe that if we are to understand the importance of the twice reckoning concept, we are going to have to understand it within the context of the identification truths.  Even that must be explained.

The Identification Truths

The identification truths are associated with the concept found in Romans 6:3-11.  To understand this passage correctly, the Christian must have a working knowledge of the seven different categories of death, the nine different categories of baptism, and pay attention to the word with.  Addendum #1 presents the seven different categories of death, and Addendum #2 presents the nine different categories of baptism.  Each category within the two addenda will be numbered, so when any form of the words death or baptism appears in our passage, the appropriate number will be placed as a parenthetical note for interpretive purposes.  It is true that more than one interpretation may be possible when interpreting a form of the word death in our passage; therefore, the interpreter must ask himself which of the possibilities seems most appropriate in that specific part of the text.  For example, spiritual death always precedes physical death, and even the second death.  The question abides:  Is the focus of the text on separation from God in time, separation of the invisible part(s) of man from the body, or is it focusing on separation from God in eternity.  Sometimes it’s difficult to tell, especially when more that one interpretation is possible, either of which interpretation does not damage the meaning of the text.  Simply choose one, and note the possibility of the other.
The most basic meaning of death is separation.  The question then arises if the word death is used, what is separated from what?

The most fundamental meaning of baptism is “identification.  The question then arises if the word baptism is used, what is being identified with what?
The word with has many different meanings, one of which is accompaniment, combination, presence. It is this meaning that is associated with the concept if identification truths.
Now, let me amplify this passage:
Romans 6:3-11

3 Know [not feel, not emote, but know ] ye not, that so many of us as were baptized [3] into Jesus Christ were baptized [3] into his death [2]?

4 Therefore we are buried with [indicating accompaniment] him by baptism [3] into death [2]: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead [2] by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

5 For if we have been planted together [indicating accompaniment] in the likeness of his death [2], we shall be also [indicating accompaniment] in the likeness of his resurrection:

6 Knowing this, that our old man is [“was” (past tense), not “is” (present tense)] crucified with [indicating accompaniment] him, that the body of sin [the physical body that contains the old-sin-nature in its every cell] might be destroyed [rendered inoperative], that henceforth we should not serve [be a slave to] sin [the old-sin-nature].

7 For he that is dead [4] is freed from [slavery to ] sin [the old-sin-nature].

8 Now if we be dead [4] with [indicating accompaniment] Christ, we believe that we shall also live with [indicating accompaniment] him:

9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead [2] dieth [2] no more; death [2] hath no more dominion over him.

10 For in that he died [1/2] he died [1/2] unto sin once: but in that he liveth [physical life in a resurrection body], he liveth [physical life in a resurrection body] unto God [the Father whose plan He came to fulfill].

11 Likewise reckon [first reckon] ye also yourselves to be dead [4] indeed unto sin, but [“reckon (second reckon implied) ye yourselves to be ] alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. (KJV)

Twice Reckoning
Please note carefully the following:  1) In verse 6 there is something the Christian MUST know.  2) In verse 11, there are two reckonings that MUST occur in the Christian’s life.  3) In verse 13, the Christian MUST yield in one direction and not another.

Let’s be clear.  If the Christian is to “reckon,” he does not and cannot “reckon” upon that which he does not know.  Therefore, knowing must chronologically precede reckoning.  Is that not the exact order in Romans 6:6 and 6:11?  In verse 6 you know, and in verse 11 you reckon.  One thing, knowing, MUST precede the next thing, reckoning.
That reckoning is required is obvious when considering verse 11.  “Likewise reckon ye yourselves . . .”  What isn’t quite so obvious is the second form of reckoning in that same verse.  It’s found elliptically in the phrase “but ye yourselves alive unto God . . . .”  When the ellipsis is understood, the reading would go like this:  “but reckon ye yourselves to be alive unto God . . .”  Isn’t that interesting?  Two reckonings in verse 11.  One reckoning something dead, and one reckoning something alive.  Well, when the bigger picture is understood, what the Christian is doing is reckoning his old-man to be dead to sin and reckoning his new-man to be alive God.  Which God?  Father? Son? or Holy Spirit?  While a case may be made for all three, the context supports the Holy Spirit because it is He whose job it is, by Divine design, to lead the Christian into Christ-likeness.
The Danger of Half-Reckoning

Half-reckoning is a term used by Miles Stanford in his book The Reckoning That Counts.  Since there are two reckonings in Romans 6:11, half-reckoning would be reckoning only one time, generally, on the more obvious object in that verse, namely, reckoning yourselves (you functioning from the source of your old-man under the influence of your old-sin-nature because you yielded in that direction) to be dead indeed unto sin.
If the spiritual light doesn’t turn on in the Christian life regarding the two reckonings in verse 11, the believer’s default understanding is that he has an old-man – if he’s been taught that he has one – and then he falls into the trap of trying to “crucify the flesh” – because that’s what he’s been told to do by some Christian that doesn’t understand the real mechanics of attaining spirituality in the Church Age.  Regarding “crucifying the flesh,” has anyone stopped long enough to consider the fact that if God says that your old-man has already been crucified with Christ, how can you re-crucify something that is already dead – in God’s eyes?  Honestly, it can’t be done, and to lead anyone to attempt to crucify the flesh is to lead them down a path that will never produce the abundant life intended by God for every Christian.
Half-reckoning alone, namely, reckoning the old-man crucified with Christ, will not and cannot produce the abundant life so desired by God the Father for the Christian in the Church Age – and quite frankly, half-reckoning makes no sense, although this is the practice of the “crucify the flesh” crowd.  After reckoning the old-man crucified with Christ, if the believer does not reckon the new-man to be alive, he defaults to old-man function, and whatever production comes from his life has the sinful nature as its source and is unacceptable to God no matter how “good” his actions are believed by some to be.
Jesus Christ did not just die on a cross -- and then be buried.  On the third day after His burial, He arose from the grave.  Half-reckoning is like believing that Jesus died for your sins, but never rose from the grave.  We must believe that He not only died for our sins, but that He was also resurrected.  Therefore, we must not just reckon the death of the old-man, we must also reckon the new-man to be alive.
The Other Half of Reckoning or the Second Reckoning
Romans 6:11 Likewise reckon [first reckoning] ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but [“reckon” (second reckon implied) ye yourselves to be] alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. (KJV)  It’s the “reckon ye yourselves to be alive unto God” that concerns us here.  This is the second reckoning.  It is the second because there was a first, and it is second whether you consider it as second by reason or logical or chronological order.   It remains the second reckoning that MUST be accomplished by the believer in Christ.  Fail to “second reckon” and you will remain in a default mode to old-man function.  This failure prohibits the believer from entering the abundant life and will continue to prohibit until this second reckoning becomes a reality in the believer’s life.  You see, you as a Christian are royalty, and royalty lives by a system of protocol, and if you fail to live by the protocol plan of God, you choose your own system of protocol that we call human viewpoint, old-man thinking, old-man belief system.  Whatever you might call it, it is not the protocol plan of God.
You ask, “What do you mean by the protocol plan of God?”  The protocol plan of God is a “rigid, long-established code, prescribing complete deference to superior rank and authority, followed by strict adherence to due order of precedence, coupled with precisely correct procedure.”  Only “twice reckoning” aligns itself as protocol within the plan of God.
Summary Conclusion
Twice reckoning is a requirement of the protocol plan of God for momentum in advancing from babyhood to Christian maturity.  No reckoning, no momentum.  One reckoning, no momentum.  Twice reckon and you’re on your way, assuming your twice reckoning is part of the overall process of growing to Christian maturity: 1) become saved; 2) become clean before the Lord through rebound (confession of post-salvation sin(s) if necessary); 3) know that your old-man was crucified with Christ; 4) reckon yourself to be dead indeed unto sin; 5) reckoning yourself to be alive unto God; 6) yield yourself to God the Holy Spirit; and 7) do the truth either from your priesthood (builds Christ’s character in you) or from your ambassadorship (your Christian service to God), whichever function, priesthood or ambassadorship, is called for by your circumstance.
May God the Holy Spirit illuminate your mind to the twice reckoning concept associated with God the Father’s protocol plan for your life.  Among other things, your escrow blessings-in-time and your escrow rewards in eternity are being weighed in the balance of your learning to twice reckon as a part of His overall plan for your advancement to Christian maturity.

ADDENDUM #1

SEVEN CATEGORIES OF DEATH 
There are seven categories of death found in the Word of God.

1.
Spiritual Death:  no relationship with God in time. 
Genesis 2:17; Proverbs 14:12; Ezekiel 18:20; Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Ephesians 2:1,5 
2.
Physical Death:  separation of the human soul or human soul and spirit from the body. 
Romans 8:38-39, 2 Corinthians 5:1-8; Philippians 1:20-21 
3.
The Second Death:  perpetuation of spiritual death into eternity or eternal separation from God. 
Matthew 25:41; Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 20:11-15 
4.
Positional death:  identification with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. 
Romans 6:3-4; Colossians 2:12; 3:3 
5.
Temporal death:  the status of carnality or the believer out of fellowship with God through personal sin. 
Romans 8:6, 13; Ephesians 5:14; 1 Timothy 5:6; James 1:15; Luke 15:24 
6.
Operational death:  failure to produce divine good on the part of the reversionistic believer under the influence of evil. 
James 2:26; 1 Timothy 5:6; Ephesians 5:14, Revelation 3:1 
7.
Sexual death:  the inability to copulate. 
Romans 4:17-21; Hebrews 11:11, 12 

ADDENDUM #2
NINE BAPTISMS 
There are five non-water baptisms and four water baptisms in the Bible. 
Non-Water Baptisms 
 1.
Baptism of Moses:  1 Corinthians 10:1-2 
 2.
Baptism of the Cup:  Matthew 20:22; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24 
 3.
Baptism of the Christian believer by the Holy Spirit into Jesus:  1 Corinthians 12:13 
 4.
Baptism of the Christian believer by Jesus with the Holy Spirit:  Matthew 3:11; Luke 3:16 
 5.
Baptism of Fire:  Matthew 3:11; Luke 3:16 
Water Baptisms 
 1.
Baptism of John:  Matthew 3:6 
 2.
Baptism of Jesus:  Matthew 3:13-17 
 3.
Baptism of the Church Age Believer: Matthew 28: 19 
 4.
Baptism for the dead.  1 Corinthians 15:29 * 
*
The Apostle Paul was critical of this practice in this passage.  It was not a valid Christian practice, and it is not a valid Christian practice today.  Any such practice of baptizing for the dead should be considered an heretical practice among Christians.
